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OBSERVING A HOLY LENT

Reported by Ed Pickup

Lent is the season when we reflect
on how we have missed the mark in
our efforts to live holy lives.

It begins on Ash Wednesday
(February 22nd). There are two
opportunities for worship:

e The Community Service at lunch
time (see page 6) and

e The Holy Eucharist with the
Imposition of Ashes at
Emmanuel at 7:30. A simple
Lenten supper will be served at
6:30 p.m.

Lent is also a time when people
traditionally sacrifice something.
Often people give up chocolate or
alcohol or some other treat. A more
modern practice is for people to take
on something that might be good for
them:

e aregular regimen of exercise, or
e A new daily devotion, or
e a commitment to healthier eating.

Whatever you choose to do for Lent,
remember that it is something that
should be beneficial for you
physically or spiritually.

On Our Way Rejoicing

Reported by Ed Pickup

This is a very exiting
ime. At our meeting
on January 24" our
vestry approved a
§ budget for the coming
year. There are a few
modifications still in the works, but
we're confident of our future. As with
most congregations, our pledge income
is not what it once was. However,
unlike most other congregations, we're
doing very well in spite of that reality.

We finished 2011 with $15,053.01 more
in gifts than we had in expenses. This is
especially exciting because we had
planned to use $10,000 in endowment
income in 2011 and did not touch a
penny. We actually finished the year
more than $25,000 better off than we
anticipated.

We were also able to restore our diocesan
pledge to the level it was three years ago.
When the mill closing was announced,
we were forced to substantially decrease
(please turn to page 2)
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our giving to the larger church.
This was understandable, but had a
terrible effect on the larger
ministry of our church: college
chaplaincies, prison ministries,
youth ministries and camps, and
support staff at the diocese. We
are delighted that our budget
allowed our pledge to be restored
so that we do our fair share in
supporting these ministries outside
our walls. This good news is
entirely due to the tremendous
generosity and good will of the
people of this congregation. A
special word of thanks goes out to
our volunteers at the office.
Nobody could do enough to thank
our office leadership team, Karen
Comet and Virginia Donne, who
have provided us with better
administrative help than we could
have paid for. We have also been
blessed with other volunteers:
Mary Francis Newsome, Barbara
Clapp, Vi Dentler and others who
have filled in for us. Benny
Burgess and Roy Chesson have
given so much of their time in
helping us with bookkeeping.
Verta Jackson does wonderful
communications work (newsletter,
web-site and e-mailings) on a very
part-time basis. And we will soon
be hiring a very-part-time
bookkeeper to make computer
accounting entries and write
checks. Our contractors, Rob
Darden (Second Alarm
Landscaping) and Diane and Joe
Benn (house-keeping) have our
property looking wonderful. This
large team means that many hands
make for light-work.

We are also taking some really
exciting steps forward in faith.
In addition to ordering new
ceramic coffee mugs to give our

guests as tokens of their visit, our
vestry decided that so many of us
love our Tervis Tumblers and carry
them with us wherever we go, that
we would like to have one with our
church on it. We will use this as a
fund-raising opportunity. Thanks
to Vicki Brown of Heave-Ho
promotions, we're getting an
excellent “deal” on them. These
will not be “knock-offs” but the
real thing, dishwasher safe and
with lifetime replacement
guarantee. So that's a little
exciting development that might
help our church quit being the best
-kept secret in town.

At our vestry meeting, Frank
Rabil, noted business guru who
lives in our midst, met with us
about serving as a consultant for us
to do a little long-range planning.
This is a personal goal of mine to
help us become more clearly
focused on our future. Let me
explain.

Last fall, I was blessed to attend a
Credo Conference, sponsored by
the Church Pension Group.
Experts from all over the country
helped me to discern and work on
my spiritual, vocational, health,
and financial well-being. Over the
course of the week, I discerned
several personal goals.

Here's my big one: On a day
sometime between five and ten
years from now, [ will retire from
Emmanuel Church. I am already
the longest-serving rector, thanks
to the groundwork of my predeces-
sor and dear friend, Ben Duffey.

On the day I retire, my goal is not
that Emmanuel Church be the
biggest church in town, nor the
most elegant facility in town.
Instead, my goal is on the day I

retire Emmanuel Church will be the
church that every other church in
town wishes it were. My goal is
that when I retire and the people of
this congregation go looking for
another rector, this place will be so
loving and wonderful that clergy
will line-up eager to become your
next rector. Knowledgeable people
from outside our congregation tell
me that this goal is within our

grasp.

Many clergy at this stage have the
goal of “coasting to retirement”
without making any changes, taking
any risks, or rocking any boats. In
so doing, their churches decline and
lose their vitality. It is not going to
be that way here. We are going on
our way rejoicing until the day I
walk out of the door. And then,
you will continue on your way
rejoicing with someone new.

In order to do that, we need to
discern and articulate our core
values, our core identity and our
envisioned future. So, Frank Rabil
will facilitate a group of six to ten
people who are a “diagonal cross-
section” of this church, young and
old, well-off and struggling,
traditionalists and innovators. They
will work together, develop trust
and take risks with each other over
four to five half-day meetings, a
total of fifteen to twenty hours.

The vestry will select prospective
members of this group. You may
be asked to serve. I pray that if
asked, you will realize what an
honor and a statement of our faith
in you this is, and that you will
serve. Other than that, [ am taking
a hands-off position, not wanting to
unduly influence the outcome. May
it be bright and hopeful, full of
promise, expectation, courage and
challenge.
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THE ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild workers for Feb-

ruary are Karen Comet & Kathy
Mason.

SERVICES

February 5, The Fifth Sunday
after the Epiphany 8:00 & 10:30

HE 11

First Lesson: Isaiah 40:21-31.
The prophet Isaiah summons the
people to renew their confidence
in God.

Psalm: 147:1-11, 20c. A hymn of
praise to the Lord, who rules over
nature in wisdom and has shown
faithfulness to Israel.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians
9:16-23. Paul seeks to become all
things to all people in order that
he may freely and without hin-
drance share the gospel with
them.

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39. Healing
events which took place toward
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.

February 12, The Sixth Sunday
after the Epiphany 8:00 HE 11
& 10:30 MP /HE 1

First Lesson: 2 Kings 5: 1-14.
The story of the cure of Naaman
from his leprosy.

Psalm: 30 A hymn of praise and
thanksgiving by one whom the
Lord has saved from death.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians
9:24-27. Paul emphasizes the im-
portance of self-discipline in the
life of a Christian.

Gospel: Mark 1:40-45.
The healing of a leper by Jesus
and the fame which follows him.

February 19, The Last Sunday
after The Epiphany 8:00 &
10:30 HE 11

First Lesson: 2 Kings 2:1-12.
The story of the taking up of the
prophet Elijah into heaven and the
passing on his power to Elisha.

Psalm: 50:1-6 The psalm tells of
the majestic and righteous God
who requires true sacrifice and
thanksgiving of the people.

Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians
4:3-6 Paul proclaims that Christ is
the very image of God though not
all can perceive this truth.

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 The story of
Jesus’ transfiguration.

February 22, Ash Wednesday

First Lesson: Joel 2:1-2,12-17.
The prophet pictures the day of
the Lord as a time of judgment
and darkness, but he holds out the
hope of mercy if the people will
repent.

Psalm 51:1-17 A confession of
sin and guilt and a prayer for the
clean heart.

Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians
5:20B-6:10. Paul urges the new
disciples to be reconciled to God
in this time of deliverance, and he
reminds them of all the hardships
he has patiently endured for their
sake and for the gospel.

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6,16-21.
Jesus describes genuine charity,

prayer, and fasting.

February 26, First Sunday in
Lent 8:00 HE II & 10:30 MP
HE I

First Lesson: Genesis 9:8-17.
God’s promise to Noah and to fu-
ture generations never again to
flood all the earth.

Psalm: 25:1-10 A prayer for for-
giveness and guidance and an ex-
pression of trust in the Lord.

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:18-22.
The significance of Christ’s death
and resurrection. In the story of
Noah’s salvation a prefigurement
of our own salvation through the
water of baptism is perceived.

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15

The story of Jesus’ baptism fol-
lowed by his temptation in the
wilderness by Satan and his proc-

lamation of the coming kingdom
of God.

A

Baptism of Christ
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Annual Scout Spaghetti
Dinner

Troop 17’s annual spaghetti dinner fund raiser is Sunday, February 19th, from 5-
7 PM. Tickets are $6.

The event has moved with the High Street Methodist Church to the new location
on Camp Parkway.
There will be drive-thru pickup

Please see Andy Mason, Brian Cooke, John Pittman, Scott Pittman,
Jackson Hull or Grayson Hull for tickets.

Thank You

We have received several thank you letters for our recent outreach gifts. Here
are some excerpts from them:

e Franklin Cooperative Ministry - for the donation of $2000 on December 21,
2011, in honor of Stan Rich, Roni Ferguson and Betsy Jones. We are
blessed to have you among our donors, especially at this time of increased
need. Much needed assistance will be provided to people in our community.

e Mission of the Holy Spirit - the Board of the Mission of the Holy Spirit are
very appreciative of your interest and financial support in the work of the Mis-
sion. Thank you for your generous contribution of $250.00.

e Camp Wakonda - thank you for your generous donation of $250.00. Itis
greatly appreciated and will be used to provide special activities for our
campers. We thank everyone at Emmanuel for your help in providing this
outreach program. It gives children and their families an opportunity a brief
respite from an illness that affects, not only those who are infected, but the
whole family.
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Lay Ministry Schedule

j enten Services

The Franklin area Community Lenten Services begin with worship on Ash Wednesday, Februa
2012. High Street United Methodist Church will serve as the host church this year in their new loca-
tion on Camp Parkway. The schedule each Wednesday in Lent is as follows: (February 22-March 28)

Date Lay Readers Ushers Acolytes Nursery
5-Feb 8:00 Chesson

10:30 G. Cutchin Tom & Judy Fariss Kahle, J & S Pittman Cooke
12-Feb | 8:00 Mason

10:30 Brown Clapp & Newsome B. Cooke & Hudson Richard
19-Feb | 8:00 Burgess

10:30 Cooke Newsome & Johnson Lass & R. Brown Malish
26-Feb | 8:00 Boyd

10:30 Chesson Tim & Laura Lass Mason & L. Brown Hudson

Co nity

12:00 Lunch (Freewill offering to benefit Cooperative Ministries)
12:30 Worship

1:00 Lunch (Freewill offering to benefit Cooperative Ministries)

The greater Franklin community is cordially invited to the Lenten Services.

Y
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Date Worship Leadership Lunch

2/22 High Street High Street UMC
Ash Wednesday

2/29 Emmanuel Episcopal Emmanuel Episcopal
3/7 Hunterdale Christian Hunterdale Christian
3/14 St. Jude Catholic St. Jude Catholic

3/21 First Baptist First Baptist

3/28 Franklin Baptist Franklin Baptist
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Watch as we erown a King and Quezn who will
toss out brads, doubloons and candy. {Hot Dogs
will bz served #o the timid among us. )

Put your glad rags oh and bring your friends!
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Intercessions— Pray for those in any need or trouble.

For those who are in need or

trouble: Fay Shelton, Joe Gay, Mark and
Roman Richard, Frank Thornton (Norman's
brother), Virginia Anderson (friend of Barbara
Clapp),Jane Beale, Dene Castleberry (friend
of the Corrells), Pat Eure and Evelyn Tigan
(friends of Erna Rogers), Billy Webb (Mary
Ellen Edmond's cousin), Bill McClendon (Ash
Cutchin's cousin), Jackson Rue (Ina Gee
Pittman's friend), Barbara Clapp, Stephen
Chapman (friend of the Chessons), Jack
Kauss (Betty Howe's father), Robert Thomas
(Betty’s brother-in-law), Carol Fitzwater (Carol
Hudson’s mother), Brian Armstrong (Jon
Manninen’s brother), Kim (Edith Wright's
niece), Betsy Vick (friend of the Pittman
family), Gerry Higgins (Erna Roger’s niece),
Brianna Parker, Jenn and Chance Nieves,
Vella Boone, Jeremy Everett (Ash Cutchin’s
friend), Pat Sowell (the Pascuccis’ friend),
Charlie Sawyer (George Lupton’s friend),
Eleanor Whitehead (Marsha Whitehead's
mother-in-law), Joe Griffin (Wanda Pascuccis’
uncle), Joe Gary, Ann Dalton, Pam Panton,

Robin Mason, Joyce Key (friend of the
Lasses), Kathy Carraway (Diane Tobin’s
cousin), and Hannah Lupton.

O Lord, holy Father, giver of
health and salvation: Send your
Holy Spirit to bless and sanctify
our beloved; that, as your holy
apostles anointed many that
were sick and healed them, so
may those who in faith we bring
to you in prayer be made
whole; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, Amen.

Please Pray for the safety of those
serving our nation at home or
overseas, especially: Travis Young (Biz
Mason’s husband), Marcus Nieves, Rusty
Bourgeois, Miller Atkinson, Greg Terhune,
Kendall Story and Eric Hyde (Hannah
Lupton’s nephews),

Fernando Meza (Erna Roger’s grandson-in-
law), Josh Hankins (Kristin Hudson'’s
husband), Sean Fagan (Jon Manninen’s
friend and Zachary’s Godfather), Donny
Kirksey (Kristin Manninen’s cousin), Bobby
Brown (Wanda Pascuccis’s cousin who was
injured in Afghanistan) and Kristopher
Dendtler (Vi's grandson), Jim Matsey (Diane
and Eric Cooke’s brother-in-law) and David
Rowsey (Vicki Brown and Susan Hudgins’
brother.)

Remember thy servants, O
Lord, according to the favor
which thou bearest unto thy
people, and grand that,
increasing in knowledge and
love of thee, they may go from
strength to strength in the life
of perfect services in thy
heavenly kingdom, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




